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As the year 2011-12 comes to a close, we look back at great pride as the Nanda Talukdar Foundation has crossed another successful year in the field of publication, research as well as its financial growth. Here is the story of the past year.

Publication

It was a great year of publication for the Foundation, as two of the three books it published have become best sellers and the first editions of the both the books have actually been snapped up by the readers in no time giving us both pride and respect besides  money. 

The first book was “Mautam”. Written by the Foundation secretary Mrinal Talukdar, this is a book on the history of the North East Insurgency. Written in typical adventure travelogue style, the book has become a raze amongst the readers as the first edition of the book was vanished in less than a fortnight.

The second book was ULFA. Jointly written by Mrinal Talukdar and Kishore Kumar Kalita, this was the history of the ULFA. Surprisingly that book also have done exceedingly well and the first edition was over in less than 10 days. Written in plain simple format without taking any side, this was the first book of history of ULFA.

The third book was the reprint of the Secret Killings of Assam. As this is the only book of that genre on that sensational subject, the book has lot of legal and academical value and hence it was reprinted as there is a steady demand of the book amongst the legal community as well  as  human right activist as well as students.
Research

The whole year is devoted to the massive project of the Social History of Assam. This is the biggest project in terms of volume and work that have been undertaken by the Foundation. The project is a detailed history of modern Assam between 1945-2005 as we found that there is nothing in that genre. There has never been a systematic research on the last six decades of Assam’s history  and as a result, the whole spectrum is void. Funded entirely by the well wisher of the Foundation Kangkan Dutta, a successful entrepreneur have supported the project, as a team of  four rear searchers and one DTP operator have been working in the project. The project started in March 2011 and monthly salary bill was around Rs 23,000  and later it shoot up to Rs 28,000  with the addition of a new research scholar.   So far Rs 3,50,000  have been spent on the project and almost the data base of 53 years have been completed. This is a herculean task as every single newspaper have been physically checked, photographed over the past one year. The District Library, Historical antiquarian studies and Foundation Library besides the Media Trust library have been frequented for this mega project. The remaining years are expected to be over by June, 2012. However the writing part of the project will start from June 1 and tentatively it will be over in 12 months as there will be a set of six books each dedicated for a decade will come out from the Project.  The dimension of the project is so huge that only after the completion of the book, we will explore the way we will publish the book as main donor Kangkan Dutta may like to join in the printing of the book as he is interested for an English translation of the book also.

Finance

The sustainability is the key factor and our goal is to sustain without any major grant. The grants are welcome but that should be project based and the basic function of the Foundation should not be run on any grants. Hence our endevoaur is to make a corpus of Rs 30 lakh and run the basic affairs of the Foundation smoothly with the interest of the same. 

As you are aware that Rs 20 lakh have already been deposited in fixed deposit, another Rs 7 lakh have been added to the corpus from the royalty and book sale as well as OIL’s project, taking the total amount to Rs 27 lakh in the fixed deposit, which gives us a monthly interest of Rs 21,331. This is being used for the payment of the staff salary and telephone and electricity bills.

Miscellany

· This was also the year when the Indian Institute of Management-Shillong undertook the Foundation activity as their case study and studied the sustainability as well equity model of book publishing. It is indeed a great honour that  IIM-Shilong had done the study on the Foundation.

· More ever the Oil India Limited commissioned the Foundation to do a publication project in thei CSR activity Rupantar. As a result a short ad film and a small booklet was published on their behalf. The project was meant for the World Petroleum Conference at Doha.

· Meanwhile the family members of renown poet Bireswar Barua  have donated three iron cases laden with old rare books belonging to the great poet and that have been accepted with great honour. They are now being kept in the Foundation library.

· Besides that from Tezpur, Achintya Sarma’s family have donated some rare Xasipat and Rs 10,000  to the Foundaton to preserve it for posterity.

· The Foundation have also appointed one web administrator to maintain our web sites besides constantly being updating with all new activities. Next year we will upload all our digitally restored nineteenth century Assamese journals in the web.
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